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UGANDA: TEN YEARS ON

Paul Kimera and John Cleverley have been working as the RFF’s technical and operations field officers over the past year and have
helped us achieve an unprecedented amount of work. We are glad to be busy with so many projects and update you on our news.

Although annually two
or three people go out to
East Africa volunteering
for Richard’s Foundation
I haven’t been there since
2009! It is extraordinary to
see the changes.

But it does give us pause for thought

There appears to be less serious

Additionally we have recently been

hardship, though we didn’t venture far
out of Kampala and the countryside
is usually less affluent. There are now
relief bypass roads circling the city,
but the traffic within their boundaries
goes just as slowly. And there is a
predominance of smart phones which
appears to help businesses run.
Impressively, Mike Kironde who we
started working with 15 years ago is

as to how we should help the fledgling
profession.
I was invited to attend a conference
organised by Enabel (the Belgian
Development Agency) to speak
about sustainable building design.
appointed by Enabel to write up
the conference proceedings in the
form of an inspirational set of design
guidelines. They had seen our ‘Uganda
Schools Design Guide’ produced ten
year earlier, and wanted to produce
a contemporary version focussed
on sustainable principles. It will be
published and available as a digital
as well as a printed resource in the

completing his second substantial

summer.

school campus, an hour outside the

It was great to meet up with John and

city. But with two thirds of the 45
million population under 21 years of
age, there is still a burgeoning demand
for education with schools struggling
to keep up.
There is also the beginnings of an
architectural profession and we
were fortunate to meet some young
practitioners doing excellent work.
But the recent statistics from the
Commonwealth Society of Architects

Paul, our two field officers based in
Kampala, and be shown around the
work we are doing with partners Build
Africa and HYT Uganda. It was also
good to think about how we can make
our expertise more valuable across a
wider range of projects working with
other NGOs and in partnership with
locally-based architects. One thing is
for certain: the need is just as great
and the appetite for collaboration

show that Uganda tops the list in

even greater.

terms of the rate of urbanisation but

Peter Clegg, March 2019

it is way down at the bottom in terms
of architects per head of population.

Images | (above) Kumel school construction
starting the ISSB walls, (right) Peter visiting the
Appropriate Technology Centre in Uganda
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A masterplan for New Generation’s street children centre was
completed in the summer of 2018 and plans are underway
to deliver the scheme in phases, alongside a programme of
fundraising. The first building will provide a set of offices,
café, library and training rooms with an adjoining courtyard.
The design intent is being undertaken by Max Fordham,
FCBStudios and Giraffe Engineering. Early ground works have
begun, with the building out to tender - so watch this space!
We look forward to welcoming Dieudonne Nahimana, CEO of
New Generation, who will be coming to the UK this summer
to meet supporters of Street Action and New Generation.

planting trees and went ahead to adopt new

The RFF’s technical field officer,
Paul Kimera, is passionate
about community work and
sustainable construction. He is
the co-founder and manager of
Technology for Tomorrow Ltd
(T4T), a company that has made a
significant contribution in shelter,
water and sanitation technology
development, particularly for
rainwater harvesting technologies
and waste management.

placing a tree trunk in one of the shaded areas

knowledge on usage of outdoor spacing by
to serve as a seat for community meetings.
The participatory approach has continued into
the construction stage with local contractors
associated with Build Africa receiving
training provided by HYT Uganda on how
to make ISSBs, and work with the blocks in
construction. In addition to the contractors,
a team of five local community members,
including one woman, is undergoing training in
the use of ISSB for the construction. This team
underwent a highly competitive process to be
selected for the training. It is hoped that they
will go on to use these skills to improve their

He has been advising on the RFF’s
first pilot project in partnership
with Build Africa and HYT Uganda,
a new classroom block for Kumel
Primary School near Kumi, in
Eastern Uganda. Paul introduces
the project and describes the
working process:

own livelihoods and impact the environment

The Kumel Primary School project has brought

knowledge and skills.

together the Richard Feilden Foundation
and charities HYT Uganda and Build Africa.

Images | (left top to bottom) Kumel school community engagement activities,
constructing the ISSB walls, (below) Kumel classroom cross section with detail of the
pivot windows

for better.
Due to the initial success of the design and
construction process, Build Africa have
expressed interest in building a classroom
block at another school, and some teacher
accommodation using the same principles
of participatory and sustainable design and
construction. We hope to continue working in
this partnership model to continue sharing our

Paul Kimera, February 2019

Build Africa has supported many Ugandan
school projects, however this is its first pilot
construction using Interlocking Stabilised Soil
Blocks (ISSB). The new classroom block which is
currently underway and due for completion in
Spring, seeks to model best practices in other
areas of sustainable design and construction.
Participatory design was adopted for the model
classroom block with the head teacher, teachers,
School Management Committee, pupils and local
council members all involved throughout the
design and decision making process including
site selection, orientation and material choices.
The community even mapped out areas for

A magnificent jungle-themed display as part of the ‘Collaborative by
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BURUNDI BUILDING NEW PARTNERSHIPS

& SCHOOLS TOGETHER

umel School with Build

Nature’ exhibition, showcased at FCBStudios London, included the
Ankarafa Reserach Station project currently underway in conjunction
with Grant Associates, Buro Happold and Bristol Zoological Society.
The project will help to preserve the habitat of Madagascar’s
threatened blue-eyed black lemur whilst creating a global research
institution for local and international researchers.
The event celebrated 20 years of collaboration between FCBStudios,
Grant Associates and Thomas Matthews, and featured global work
by all three studios, which share a common belief in collaboration,
sustainability and a passion for the natural environment.

ECO-SAN TOILET
RUBENGERA

BACKING CLIMATE RESPONSIVE DESIGN

A piece of research
undertaken by
FCBStudios’ volunteer
Daryl Law with

expertise
from
Visualization - toilet
cubicle

Paul

Kimera, has developed

Translucent polycarbonate panel on the
roof brings daylight into the cubicles. Timber louvres help reduce heat and glare if
sunlight is too strong.

an eco-friendly, dry
flush toilet system to

Visualization - toilet cubicle
Translucent polycarbonate panel on the
roof brings daylight into the cubicles. Timber louvres help reduce heat and glare if
sunlight is too strong.

be implemented at
Rubengera Technical
Secondary School in

Assembly - exterior walls

Rwanda, which makes use

A

Horizontal battens fixed to existing
frame

of the carpentry school’s

B

Vertical cladding 120mm

C

Louvre slats at 60mm centres

saw dust, a biproduct
which they produce in
high quantities.

Images | (above) Peter Clegg and Isabel Sandeman plant a mango tree at Mike Kironde’s school St
Janan’s in Bombo, (right) Eco-San toilet diagrams
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On behalf of the Richard Feilden

I learnt about Strawtec, a load-bearing

Foundation, I travelled to Uganda

and fire resistant wall system made from

to attend the ‘Raising Awareness for

compressed agricultural waste, as well

Climate Responsive Design’ conference,

as new research into cassava peelings

hosted by the Belgium Development

as an alternative fuel source to fire

Agency, Enabel. Local and international

handmade bricks. While our own technical

practitioners and government ministers

field officer, Paul Kimera, is developing

from across East Africa were invited to

an earthworm assisted bio-composting

exchange experiences, ideas and new

system, which turns human waste into a

innovations.

rich and odour free fertiliser. The upshot

It was an intense and inspiring week
of travel, discussion and debate. The
most exciting take home for me was
hearing about the material innovations
being developed by local architects and
built environment professionals in East

A

A
B

of this is that with some innovative design
thinking it is possible to turn rubbish
into a resource, and in East Africa’s case
turn contextual challenges into local
opportunities.
Isabel Sandeman, March 2019

Africa.

The emphasis was on
finding low carbon
solutions to building
construction, through
promoting local
materials and reducing
cement content in
buildings.
For example, MASS Design has
developed a palm oil additive to
strengthen mudbricks; ASA Studio is
using cement-free clay flooring; and the
latest Studio FH project replaces the

As always we extend our gratitude to you - our friends and
entire support network, for your continued interest in RFF
activities - your support is hugely appreciated.
FCBStudios kindly support our administrative activities, but we rely on the
abundant time and expertise given by our volunteers in addition to donations
made generously by our long-standing supporters to carry out the breadth of work
we do in East Africa. 100% of donations received go towards building projects or
supporting education for African children. We’re sure you agree the impact for local
communities and children is worthy. If you would like to make a donation, please
visit our website, or contact us at:
info@richardfeildenfoundation.org.uk
All cheques payable to The Richard Feilden Foundation.
Please send to Bath Brewery, Toll Bridge Road, Bath, BA1 7DE.

concrete ring beam with a compressed
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