
Pegasus  Theatre



proscenium arch [prŏ-seen-iŭm], 

the structure separating the main acting area from the auditorium in most Western theatres 
of  the 19th and early 20th centuries. It usually forms a rectangular ‘picture frame’, the 
‘picture’ being revealed by opening a curtain. Its associated dramatic conventions often
involve the illusion of  looking into a room through an invisible ‘fourth wall’.
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Pegasus Theatre, the home of Oxford 
Youth Theatre, is firmly rooted in the local 
community. Their vision is to build on a rich 
past and reputation for work with young 
people and professional artists to develop 
a new centre of excellence for creativity, 
performance and presentation that will 
ultimately strengthen the quality of their 
work, and widen audiences and participation 
within Oxford.
Within the proposed development, the 

Trust were keen to create a building that 
reflects Pegasus’ values and aspirations in 
accommodation, which is fit for purpose, 
unlike their previous buildings, which were 
in severe disrepair, inadequate and severely 
compromised a continued operation. The 
new building will provide a ‘hub’ for the local 
community, integrating into the rich urban 
grain and adding value to the local amenity. 
Although the initial aims concentrate on the 
building’s functionality and accessibility, it 

will also provide economy in lifetime running 
costs and minimise environmental impact in 
its construction and use. 

The new building marks an important 
landmark in the development of Pegasus 
Theatre, as a strong, secure and stable 
independent organization, moving forward 
confidently and boldly to take its place as a 
major force in professional and youth arts.
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SITE PLAN ILLUSTRATING THE ORIGINAL BUILDING FOOTPRINTS

1_Auditorium
2_Back of House
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The original facilities in their dilapidated 
state.
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2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Oxfordshire County Council
£1.2 million 

+

RIBA Stage A-B 

RIBA Stage C

RIBA Stage E

RIBA Stage F

Main Works Commence

CompletionPlanning 
Permission
Obtained

RIBA Stage D

Oxford City Council
£271,000+

Arts Council England
£3.6 million

+

*

Philip Pullman
£100,000

BIFFA
£45,000

MYPLACE
£1.8 million

Garfield Weston
£100,000

WREN
£45,000

Clore Duffield Foundation
£50,000

Foyle Foundation
£100,000

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Public Exhibition of Proposals*

*
*
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...the Fundraising Journey
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The overarching artistic concept is 
of Pegasus as a magical forest. This 
concept is not literal – in terms of how it 
is portrayed – but has such associated 
abstract qualities of delight, magic, 
transformation, exploration, curiosity, 
discovery, anticipation and excitement. 
The use of light, finishes and colour are 
key to this concept. This manifests itself 
throughout the building in two particular 

image overleaf is the ‘scribble’ cycle rack, 
installed along the front elevation. The work was 
designed by a Pegasus Youth Theatre member 
and created by Matthew Lane Sanderson.

ways:

- Lighting, both natural and artificial to 
be inspired by the different
light qualities created by trees.

- Transparency of the building. 

This work works in two ways:
increasing the transparency in certain 

places (e.g. peepholes from the foyer/
café to the auditorium) and decreasing 
it in other places in order to sustain 
some mystery (e.g. front façade and 
fenestration and fritting).

Both these approaches work 
independently at times or complement
eachother.



Active involvement of the users in the design 
process of the building.

Images overleaf are of the work carried out 
by metalworker / sculptor, Matthew Lane 
Sanderson.





The commission for the flooring was 
developed to enliven and animate the 
circulation corridor route from the front 
of house area, past ancillary areas 
(toilets, lift), through to the back of house 
spaces of workshop, dressing rooms 
and rehearsal room. This also includes 
the similar route at first floor level from 
café bar into office accommodation and 
beyond. 

Ground floor level is totally artificially lit, 
although the first floor level has light from 
above from the north facing skylights. 
The tight site constraints meant that 
there was little opportunity to bring 
natural light into the ground floor level, 
and so an ‘abstraction of daylight’ was 
developed for this area. 

Libby Lloyd was selected for the 

commission due to her experience 
as an artist using lighting and colour 
within interior spaces, balancing the 
functionality of routes through the 
building, and the use of areas within 
the space for displays. The colours and 
pattern developed, evokes the feeling 
of walking through a magical forest, 
encountering shady undergrowth and 
pools of sunlight on the forest floor.



GROUND FLOOR 

by Libby Lloyd

FIRST FLOOR 

by Libby Lloyd
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FRONT OF HOUSE

The new front of house accommodation has 

been created between the original auditorium 

block, and  Magdalen Road. This space provides 

the ‘front door’ to the organisation, creating a 

public face, welcoming the public. The ground 

floor contains the box office and foyer, with a cafe 

situated on the first floor which is accessed via 

the staircase which winds its way around the six-

metre high Magdalen Tree sculpture.







THE PULLMAN STUDIO

The auditorium is contained within the theatre 

block of the orignal theatre. Fully refurbished, 

an audience of up to 135 people can be 

accommodated. The seating is a mixture of 

both fixed and retractable, allowing the stage to 

be doubled in size, creating a space which can 

be used for a variety of Theatre and community 

uses. 







DANCE STUDIO

This room features a fully sprung floor, a dance 

barre and an entire wall of mirrors. The space 

is also used for rehearsals, with the ability to be 

completely ‘blacked-out’ allowing readings and 

rehearsals to be carried out under theatre lighting. 

The space also features a high quality audio 

system for both rehearsals, and dance. 





BACK OF HOUSE

The aesthetic of the back of house accommodation 

draws from the light industrial history of the site, 

providing a ‘less precious’ environment in which 

to be creative. The key space within the back of 

house is the workshop, which connects directly 

to the Wing of the auditorium. The two storey high 

space allows members to create full height stage 

sets and wheel them fully assembled onto the 

stage in the auditorium.  



‘a space to be not too precious about’



drawings

fundraising

working with artists

completion / inhabitation

introduction

the beginning



BLOCK PLAN  

1_Auditorium
2_Front of House
3_Back of House

1
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN

1_Foyer & Box office
2_Pullman Studio
3_Workshop
4_Dressing Room
5_Costume Store
6_Rehearsal Space
7_Courtyard
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

1_Cafe
2_Pullman Studio
3_Office
4_Meeting Room
5_Plant
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ROOF PLAN



WEST ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION



CROSS SECTION THROUGH THE FRONT OF HOUSE

LONG SECTION THROUGH THE THEATRE

CROSS SECTION THROUGH THE PULLMAN STUDIO



NORTH ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION
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