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FCBStudios have extensive experience 
of creating new communities through 
masterplanning and designing residential 
schemes. The Stirling Prize-winning 
Accordia is widely regarded as setting new 
standards for UK housing. Our homes are 
responsive to different patterns of living 
and provide intimacy, privacy and security 
whilst forging a sense of community.



2019 Yorkshire Property Awards, Gamechanger Award, CEG Southbank Leeds
2018 Housing Design Awards, Project Award, Kirkstall Forge
2016 Manchester Architects Awards, President’s Choice Award, Circle Square
2010 RIBA Awards, Broadcasting Place
2010 RIBA Yorkshire White Rose Awards, Broadcasting Place
2010 Yorkshire Property Award, Broadcasting Place
2010 Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat Awards, Best Tall Building   
 Overall, Broadcasting Place, Leeds Metropolitan University
2010 Housing Design Awards, ICON, Lime Tree Square, Street
2008 Architect of the Year Awards, MasterplanningArchitect of the Year
2008 RIBA Stirling Prize, Accordia
2007 Civic Trust Awards, Accordia

AWARDS

2006 Architect of the Year Awards, Private Housing Architect of the Year
2006 Housing Design Awards, Accordia
2006 National Homebuilder Design Awards, Best Housing Project of the Year, 
Accordia
2005 Housing Design Awards, Bennet’sCourtyard, Merton Abbey Mills
2005 Housing Design Awards, National Award, Queen Mary College, University  
 of London
2003 Civic Trust Awards, Century Court, Cheltenham
2002 RIBA Awards, The Point, Bristol
2001 Housing Design Awards, National Project Award, Beaufort Court, Fulham
4  Gold Standards at the CABE Building for Life Awards



Accordia Cambridge



Accordia was the first housing project to win the RIBA 
Stirling Prize and widely regarded as having set a whole 
new benchmark for large-scale housing in the UK.

Our aim has been to produce an exemplary urban 
environment: a desirable place to live that balances 
usable private space within an overall structure of high-
quality public space.

The design includes a variety of innovative house and 
apartment types in the form of terraces, courtyard houses 
and ‘set-piece’ apartment buildings, composed within 
public landscaped gardens that extend to approximately 
three hectares.

Client: Countryside Properties (Accordia) Ltd
Location: Cambridge 

The project creates a 

desirable place to live that 

balances usable private 

space with high quality 

public space and adopts 

a holistic approach to 

environmental design.

Jamie Anderson’s paper in ‘Frontiers in Public 
Health’ studied residents at Accordia, and found 
that living in a neighbourhood with a higher ratio 
of communal gardens is associated with higher 
levels of wellbeing and community.

Accordia Cambridge



Murray’s Mills, Manchester
Ancoats Redevelopment



Murrays’ Mills is the oldest surviving steam-powered 
cotton mill in the world. Our brief to restore and transform 
the Mills was relatively simple; to create a new community, 
and to let the buildings’ layout, character and heritage 
inform how this was achieved.

The key design challenges included: the conversion of the 
cotton mills into modern-day dwellings; finding the form 
and character for a new building which would replace 
the former Wing Mill (destroyed in a fire during the 1950s) 
and thus complete the mill courtyard once more; and the 
re-purposing of the mill courtyard, which is dominated by 
a canal turning-basin which though historically significant 
and visually intriguing created a number of constraints.

The outcome is an oasis in Ancoats; 124 diverse 
dwellings surrounding and activating the mill yard, which 
is designed as a water garden and a place for play, rest 
and meeting each other.  

Client: Manchester Life Development 
Company Limited 

Working carefully with the 

character and structure of the 

existing mill buildings to find 

the most appropriate dwelling 

typologies has resulted in 

a portfolio of one, two and 

three-bedroom homes.

The central courtyard is brought to life by people 
using the front doors and shared circulation cores 
to the duplexes arranged around it. Typical upper 
apartments are dual-aspect to maximise daylight. 
The design retains the external appearance of the 
existing buildings, and creates a new ‘fourth side’ 
building, Wing Mill, that both complements and 
contrasts the original structures.

Murray’s Mills, Manchester
Ancoats Redevelopment



One Cutting Room Square, Manchester
Ancoats Redevelopment



Client: Manchester Life Development 
Company Limited

FCBStudios worked 

with Manchester Life 

to develop a building 

that would complete 

the square. Its function 

would be to activate 

the public space with 

a frontage of dwellings 

above a tall commercial 

unit alongside a row of 

duplex ‘town-houses’.

This is a mixed-use project on a former car park site 
adjacent to Cutting Room Square. The square is not an 
original part of Ancoats which, with its grid of canyon 
streets flanked by tall red brick façades, had no such public 
space; but as part of the regeneration of Ancoats into a 
lively urban neighbourhood the square was recognised 
as an important first move to propagate wider positive 
change. A site opposite St Peter’s Church beautiful gable 
was chosen, and after development quickly became the 
social focal point of this quarter. 

The character of the building is in two distinct parts. The 
frontage to the square was evolved from analysis of the 
surrounding materiality and façade pattern, in particular 
historic examples of living over working; importantly this 
was seen as an opportunity to reinforce the red brick-
ness of Ancoats which recent buildings of render and 
terracotta were in danger of overly diluting. To the rear 
there is a step change, a lower calm building given a 
chequer-board pattern of brickwork that responds to 
subtle patterns of Murrays’ Mills façades and provides 
natural ventilation to the car park.

One Cutting Room Square, Manchester
Ancoats Redevelopment



Smith’s Yard, Manchester
Ancoats Redevelopment



The architectural 

character of the 

buildings responds to 

and reinforces that of 

the Conservation Area, 

one of ‘highlights’ such 

as St Peter’s and calm, 

elegant ‘backdrop’ such 

as Victoria Square or the 

Ice Plant.

Smith’s Yard is purposefully a form of 
backdrop architecture, one of soft red 
brick and pre-cast concrete articulation 
that emulates the stone detailing prevalent 
to the area. These architectural rules 
are broken at ground floor with glazed 
openness to activate the street frontages.

Smith’s Yard, Manchester
Ancoats Redevelopment

Client: Manchester Life Development 
Company Limited

Our third project with Manchester Life is on a vacant site 
between St Peter’s Church and Victoria Square, the first 
example of municipal housing in Manchester. The site was 
formerly two long parallel blocks divided by the narrow 
Loom Street which, though no longer active, would inform 
the design of the new urban forms.

The development provides approximately 200 residential 
units, with a mix of one- to three-bed apartments and 
duplex ‘town-houses’ to the street. It is composed of 
two buildings linked by a podium garden at first floor level 
containing parking. The south building along Blossom 
Street has apartments across seven storeys with the 
tall ground floor given over to shared entrances and 
amenities. Along George Leigh St, the north building is 
lower, responding to the heights of Victoria Square. Its 
lower floors provide town-houses with individual front 
doors onto the street and bedrooms at first floor.



Battersea Exchange, London



Client: Taylor Wimpey Central London with 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark / 
Network Rail
Location: London 

A genuinely mixed use 
development, with 
the new school at its 
centre, the residential 
development will be 
complemented by cafés/ 
restaurants and small 
amount of retail use but 
also space for the new 
and existing businesses 
to re-establish the area 
as a thriving working 
community.

Battersea Exchange, London

Battersea Exchange is a residential led mixed-use 
redevelopment on a site of 1.8 hectares, which will 
consist of 290 new residential units (20% affordable), a 
new 2 form entry primary school and around 3475m2 of 
commercial space; all organised around a new pedestrian 
friendly public realm network, a new street links Battersea 
Park and Queenstown Road railway stations together, 
opening up new routes and connections to integrate the 
development into its wider context.

The development is predominately new build for the 
School and most of the residential accommodation but 
also includes refurbishment of the existing viaduct arches 
and new entrance for Queens Town Road station. The 
first two phases are complete with the later phases 
currently on site. 



Embassy Gardens, London



Embassy Gardens is a central feature of the redevelopment 
of Nine Elms and forms the backdrop to the new US 
Embassy. The blocks are arranged around raised 
courtyards where a varying building mass is composed 
to maximise views, daylight and amenity space. 

Active retail and commercial frontages at ground level 
connect the Embassy Square, linear park and river 
frontage with a network of streets and a central square. 
Designed as a group these masonry-clad buildings draw 
inspiration from 19th-century American high rise buildings 
and London’s mansion blocks. 

Client: Ballymore
Location: Nine Elms, London

The first phase of the 

Embassy Gardens 

began with a series of 

aspirations to create an 

enjoyable, memorable and 

inspirational area to live.

These aspirations included maximising active uses 
at ground floor level, establishing strong frontages 
to key elevations along Nine Elms Lane and the 
Thames, articulating frontages to secondary routes 
to ensure variety, and creating differing building 
heights to minimise overshadowing and overlooking, 
and to emphasise key corners and waypoints.

We also wished the layout of the buildings to allow 
for an array of generous and pleasing public and 
amenity spaces including communal courtyards, 
roof gardens, private terraces and balconies. 

Embassy Gardens, London



Mildmay, London



Mildmay is a mixed use project, combining private and 
social residential units, a church, a specialist hospital and 
commercial space. The development is located close to 
the Shoreditch Triangle on land off Hackney Road, near 
the Boundary Estate and St Leonard’s Church.

FCBStudios  developed the masterplan through extensive 
community consultation working with Matthew Lloyd 
Architects to realise the detailed design and delivery of 
the scheme.

Anchored around the listed Tab Centre community 
building, the design re-establishes the tight urban grain 
and restores the permeability of historic links across the 
site through new pedestrian-oriented public realm and 
outdoor amenity space.

Client: Genesis Housing Group
Location: London Borough of Tower Hamlets

Mildmay is a sustainable 
community in the heart 
of London, not just 
considering the resources 
it uses, but how it shapes 
the people who live and 
work within this mixed 
development.

In keeping with this philosophy, the development 
focused on simple, robust systems that enable the 
community to get the most from their new homes. 

A fabric first method was applied, to improve on the 
standard building regulations U-values by up to 50% 
and reduce the need for heating in winter from the new 
district heating system (CHP). The electricity generated 
by the CHP is complemented by photovoltaic panels 
on the roof, with both substantially reducing the 
carbon footprint of the scheme.

Mildmay, London



Affinity Living Circle Square, 
Manchester



At Circle Square two new build to rent residential 
properties on plots 5&6 and 7&8 aim to bring together 
like-minded people to create a creative community in the 
city centre.

Located at the north end of the central green, 5&6 Circle 
Square will provide 411 one, two and three bedroom 
apartments and studios expressed as three blocks - a 
take on a ‘Unite d’habitation’. 

7&8 Circle Square is positioned at the centre of the 
masterplan and provides 266 build to rent apartments 
which face onto the central green and give views over 
Manchester and the River from the roof terrace. 

Client: Select Property Group
Location: Manchester

The apartments are 
designed with extensive 
residents’ amenities, 
to encourage social 
interaction, spark 
friendships and allow 
residents to share 
experiences.

Affinity Living Circle Square, 
Manchester

Residents have access to lounges, co-working 
suites with associated meeting rooms, gym facilities, 
bookable private dining rooms, roof terraces with 
neighbouring lounges, leisure studios and secure 
cycle parking, all managed by Affinity Living and 
accompanied by a bespoke app for residents.



Great Eastern Quays



FCBStudios’ scheme forms the second phase of the 
Notting Hill Genesis development and is made up of 468 
new homes, 32% of which will be affordable housing and 
2400sqm of commercial units, including buildings ranging 
from four to eleven storeys.

The mix of commercial and residential buildings at Royal 
Albert Wharf will seamlessly fuse the old with the new, 
while inspired architecture and landscaping will ensure an 
attractive, dynamic environment. 

The strong, traditional, urban structure of streets and 
blocks creates a new community that stitches into the 
existing urban fabric and local communities. By positively 
addressing the stretch of waterfront to the east, the 
development will establish a tangible sense of place 
through the physical and environmental context, its 
history and its potential future use.

Client: Notting Hill Genesis
Location: London 

Great Eastern Quays

Great Eastern Quays will form 

a brand new neighbourhood 

in the Royal Albert Wharf area 

of East London: a vibrant, 

thriving and sustainable 

community in an historic 

riverside setting. 

The historic Royal Docks form the largest enclosed 
docks in the world, surrounding nearly 250 acres 
of water. This exemplar scheme will benefit from its 
prominent river location, creating a new high-density, 
high-quality residential quarter with neighbouring 
developments. The whole area is set to gain over 
9,000 new homes by 2027.



Gallions 3b



The proposed riverside neighbourhood is the latest 
development within the residential Royal Albert Wharf 
area of East London and was one of the first London Plan 
projects commissioned by the GLA.

The site is heavily constrained, with a Port of London 
Authority Radar Mast on site, height restrictions 
imposed by the close proximity to London City Airport, 
a safeguarded future Thames Gateway site to the North 
for a bridge or tunnel and the river wall to the East all 
impacting on the potential for development.  

Our design responds to these factors through height, 
massing and landscaping to introduce a strong urban 
structure of streets and blocks intended to establish 
a new emerging community that stitches into the 
existing masterplan. A series of design principles have 
been established which allow the buildings to be read 
individually, but also to form part of a common typology 
across both the site and in line with the emerging Royal 
Albert Wharf context.

Client: Notting Hill Genesis
Location: London

A range of public spaces are to be provided both 
along the river and through the scheme. 30% of 
the accommodation is to be 3-4 bedroom family 
units and as a result, much of the focus for the 
landscaping has been on pedestrian and cycle 
prioritised public space, high-quality landscaping 
and play for children of all ages.

The scheme 
provides 238 homes 
across four blocks 
from 3-12 storeys 
high of which 50% of 
the accommodation, 
by habitable room, 
is affordable.

Gallions 3b



Gallions 2b



Gallions Quarter 2b is the final part of the Gallions Quarter 
masterplan and is part of Notting Hill Genesis’ Royal 
Albert Wharf development in Newham. The regeneration 
scheme is the first to be delivered under the New London 
Plan and addresses London’s requirement for housing, 
putting a total of 1856 new homes onto a well connected, 
brownfield site.

This third plot within Royal Albert Wharf follows on from the 
precedent set by Gallions Quarter 3b and Great Eastern 
Quays Phase 2, using a strong, traditionally urban plan of 
streets and blocks which stitches into the wider masterplan. 

Designed to relate to the developing context through a 
clean and modern aesthetic and consistency of colour 
and materials, the high-density housing is balanced by 
varied public and residential landscaped areas. These 
link together to make safe and enjoyable routes through 
the development and encourage a vibrant, thriving and 
sustainable community within the historic riverside setting 
of The Royal Docks.

Client: Notting Hill Genesis / Telford Homes / GLA
Location: London  

Gallions 2b

FCBStudios’ housing-
led scheme will provide 
267 new homes 

- 51% of which will be 
affordable and 40% of 
which will be family units.  



20-36 High Street Manchester



Client: CEG
Location: Manchester  

The new 22-storey building 

will provide around 360 

homes in a mix of 1,2 and 3 

bedroom apartments close to 

jobs, facilities and transport 

contributing to Manchester’s 

continued housing needs.

20-36 High Street Manchester

Our proposals for CEG’s High Street Manchester site seek 
to create a grand piece of architecture which is distinctly 
Mancunian in style. Referencing nearby art deco buildings, 
including the Grade II Listed Rylands Building, it will have 
a strong street presence, yet open up new routes and 
provide public space in a dense urban environment.

At ground-floor level retail and leisure space occupy this 
key corner site in Manchester’s City Centre, opposite the 
Arndale Shopping Centre.

The plans reopen historic routes through the site as 
arcades including the reinstatement of Stationer’s 
Court as a publically accessible covered square. To the 
North, the building will form a transition to the Northern 
Quarter, with its finer urban grain and proud independent 
presence, and encourage a mix of independent and 
commercial retailers.



Temple Leeds



Temple Leeds

The new proposals for Temple Leeds reflect the spirit and 
ambition that brought progress and prosperity to Leeds 
through the pioneering entrepreneurs who shaped the city 
in the 18th and 19th Centuries. 

This 3.52 ha development respects its historic context 
and industrial past whilst enabling a new sustainable 
community to grow. The mixed-use scheme will deliver 
130,000m² of accommodation,  set within a backdrop of 
new public spaces and landscaping.

The masterplan has been developed around a series of 
key linkages that thread the neighbourhood together. 
Main routes to Leeds city centre and the train station are 
reinforced and connections through and around the site 
provide a new network of pedestrian and cycle paths that 
weave the emerging community into the existing city. 

Client: CEG  
Location: Leeds  

A series of public open 

spaces are set within the 

quarter, responding in size 

and character to the historic 

and emerging context.

The landscaping ties railway infrastructure, water 
courses and the listed Hol Beck Bridge into new streets 
and squares to create a place that is both progressively 
and distinctly South Bank. 

Mill style buildings will be punctuated by taller modern 
‘chimneys’ that echo the campanile towers of Tower 
Works. Brick, terracotta and industrial metalwork 
reference the vernacular architecture to inform the 
palette of building materials.



Gloucester House and Durham Court,
London



Client: Brent City Council
Location: London

The design adopts a 

modern mansion block 

typology that extends the 

scale and language of new 

developments in the South 

Kilburn Estate to establish an 

urban character consistent 

with the historical context. 

Gloucester House and Durham Court form part of the South 
Kilburn Estate Regeneration. It replaces 1960s and 70s 
social housing, currently providing 209 dwellings, with 235 
affordable homes, a community hub and an energy centre to 
serve the 1.3ha site and wider South Kilburn Estate.

The scheme is oriented around a reinstated route to 
the Grade I Listed St Augustine’s Church. The massing 
re-establishes the historic street plan in a series of 
connected communal and public gardens to create a 
green sequence of spaces from Cambridge Gardens to 
Carlton Vale, which includes a new high-quality public 
play space that serves the local community.

The development was led by FCBStudios with blocks 
also designed by Alison Brooks Architects and Gort Scott 
Architects. Landscape and Public Realm was designed 
by Grant Associates. The scheme is currently on site and 
due to be completed in two phases; August 2020 and 
July 2021.

Gloucester House and Durham Court,
London

With buildings ranging in scale between 4 and 
8 storeys and frequent doors onto the street, a 
sense of urban domesticity is created that was 
lacking in the existing towers.

By creating a coherent urban block, strongly defined 
streetscapes and active frontages, Gloucester 
House and Durham Court restores the character 
and scale of this London neighbourhood and 
demonstrates how an appropriate level of density 
can be achieved in London without building above 
an eight-storey height.



Sherwood Close, 
West Ealing, London



Client: 2022
Location: London

The redevelopment 

of the existing 1970s 

council estate has 

been phased to ensure 

all existing residents 

can be re-housed 

within a reconfigured 

neighbourhood of tree-

lined avenues, communal 

courtyards, private 

gardens, play areas and 

private amenity spaces.

The Sherwood close project is a regeneration initiative 
being developed by the Affinity Sutton Group in 
collaboration with the London Borough of Ealing, 
the existing residents as well as the West Ealing 
Neighbourhood Forum.

The project is funded by the provision of an additional 
166 private homes out of a total of 305 homes within the 
existing 1.44-hectare site.

The new layout aligns directly with the surrounding urban 
fabric ensuring the new street pattern integrates directly 
into the local neighbourhood.

The streets are lined on both sides with new homes 
and front doors re-establishing the familiar pattern of 
traditionally activated street frontages. 

Sherwood Close, 
West Ealing, London



Garratt Place Wandsworth,
London



Client: The London Borough of Wandsworth 
and South Thames College   

The central location of 

the site provides the 

opportunity to re-establish 

a sense of place within 

Wandsworth Town Centre. 

By adopting good urban 

design principles that 

incorporate suitable ground 

floor uses this scheme 

will establish vibrant and 

flexible spaces that will 

contribute to Wandsworth’s 

growing reputation as a 

retail location. 

Fronting onto Wandsworth High Street, Garratt Lane and 
the Old Burial Ground, three existing rundown buildings 
will be demolished to open up the site area and make 
way for a new residential led mixed use redevelopment.

The redevelopment will consist of basement car parking 
and four new buildings accommodating 2,389m2 of 
commercial space and a new public library arranged 
around two new public streets, a new public square and 
private landscaped courtyards. 

The scale and massing has been developed to respond 
to both the fine grained context of the conservation area 
while also positively engaging with the more open space 
of the Old Burial Ground. 

The new Library, located in the heart of the site at the 
base of the distinctive Tower, will draw people through 
the site and help to activate the new Library Square.

Garratt Place Wandsworth,
London



One Brighton



One Brighton was the first One Planet Living community 
and aimed to prove that strongly sustainable schemes 
can work in the mainstream residential sector. The 
One Planet Living principles encompass all aspects 
of sustainable lifestyles, as well as reduced carbon 
footprints. Along with extremely high insulation standards, 
zero carbon technologies and a car club, the project brief 
included ‘Health and Happiness’ criteria.

As part of this objective, the desire for high internal air 
quality in the apartments drove the use of a breathable 
wall system with wood fibre insulation, natural plaster and 
breathable ultra-low-VOC paint. Mini allotments were also 
provided on the roof top, which have proved extremely 
popular and helped improve a sense of community. The 
key to delivering ‘health and happiness’ ambitions within 
a commercial residential project was to ensure that they 
always had multiple benefits. So the breathable wall 
build-up was also crucial for the u-value, low embodied 
energy materials, and speed of construction. The mini 
allotments also fulfilled the requirement for sustainable 
food production.

Client: Crest Nicholson BioRegional Quintain LLP
Location: Brighton

One Brighton is the 
first One Planet 
Living community to 
reach completion and 
proves that large scale 
residential buildings 
can be sustainable, 
offer good design and 
provide a place where 
people can live high-
quality, sustainable 
lifestyles, with 
significantly reduced 
carbon footprints.

One Brighton



Carlton Square Putney



Client: W J Marston and Son Ltd
Location: London   

This residential scheme in Putney comprises of 47 
apartments in two existing Victorian villas and two 
new four-storey blocks, all set in a walled garden 
landscape. The concept of the walled garden led to 
a Renaissance courtyard with the new apartment 
buildings creating secure edges. The Victorian villas 
were retained as a sustainable response and a gesture 
of respect to a neighbourhood which has suffered 
widespread demolition.

The new apartment buildings are enclosed by street-
facing brick elevations that seek to replicate the existing 
garden wall that wraps the site. The internal courtyard 
facades are finished in a natural render - this more 
contemporary, playful space creates a contrast to 
the external faces of the development and forms the 
centrepiece of the community.

The apartment interiors 

optimise natural daylight 

and ventilation with 

large open-plan spaces 

and an east-west 

orientation. Each has 

its own private external 

space - either a fully-

glazed winter garden or 

a recessed balcony.

Carlton Square Putney



The Point, Wapping Wharf,
Bristol



Client: Crosby Homes (Special Projects) LTD
Location: Bristol  

This housing development at Wapping Wharf, Bristol, 
provides 105 apartments, nine town houses and a café. 
The brownfield development is located in a particularly 
sensitive and historic conservation area with a 200 metre 
frontage along the floating harbour, adjacent to the SS 
Great Britain. It has spectacular views across the river to 
the city centre.

The scheme was developed through public meetings with 
local interest groups prior to the planning application. 
The final designs, which have brought vitality and a new 
landmark to a previously derelict site, are considered to 
be a good reflection of these discussions and the criteria 
established at the meetings.

The Point, Wapping Wharf,
Bristol



Century Court, Cheltenham



Client: Beaufort Western
Location: Cheltenham

Positioned on an 
extremely sensitive 
site within a 
conservation area 
opposite Cheltenham 
College, the scheme 
demonstrates a 
modern design 
approach in a 
historic setting. 

Century Court, Cheltenham

This significant brownfield development brings high quality 
contemporary housing to a central Cheltenham location 
and helps repair a piece of the damaged urban fabric. 
The project involved the demolition of an unsightly 1960s 
office block and redevelopment of the site to provide high 
density, high quality private housing. 

The 96 dwelling scheme includes flats, penthouses and 
houses, all with underground parking. The buildings 
comprise of a 100 metre long, five-storey terrace of 
apartments with a set-back penthouse level; two circular 
four-storey pavilions with a landscaped courtyard; a four-
storey villa block; and three-storey townhouses at the rear 
of the site.



Kirkstall Forge Housing, Leeds



Kirkstall Forge Housing, Leeds

Client: CEG
Location: Leeds

The houses and apartments all 

have links to the surrounding 

landscape, and a unity of 

character and materials 

will bring a strong sense of 

belonging to a new family of 

buildings to be designed and 

built over a number of phases. 

Just six minutes from central Leeds by train, Kirkstall 
Forge nestles in a wooded valley of the River Aire. 
This first phase of building at Kirkstall Forge will be the 
beginning of a new urban village and will create 112 new 
homes and 1850m² of shops, cafes and restaurants 
around a new central public square opposite the new 
bridge and train station.

Though compact, the houses are unusually spacious, 
with 3.6m high ceilings in living spaces; open stairs; 
rooflights; and open plan layouts. Some have gardens 
and terraces on different levels to take advantage of the 
sloping site. 

Adjacent to the square are two taller buildings with 
houses and apartments arranged around a large 
communal courtyard garden, but each has its own 
private roof terrace with great views across the valley. 

The elevations will be simple, with a sense of 
solidity and durability coming from good quality 
materials. The buildings will be of brick, in a colour 
resembling the local stone used in the old forge 
building, the Abbey, and many other historic 
buildings in the area. 



Brabazon, Bristol



Filton Airfield is steeped in history. It was home to 
Hurricane Aircraft in WW2 and the birthplace of Concorde 
and supersonic travel. Now, this historic local landmark 
is set to be transformed into Brabazon, a thriving new 
neighbourhood for Bristol.

The new neighbourhood will deliver 278 new homes: a 
range of family homes, private apartments and affordable 
homes all set within private gardens and community 
spaces. The homes are arranged on a clear network of 
legible streets.

A public square and sweeping crescent mark the 
entrances into the neighbourhood, with density increasing 
towards these entrances. Urban-scale terraces face the 
main routes and two-storey pitched-roof family houses 
line the quieter streets between.

Client: YTL Developments
Location: Bristol

The first phase of new homes 

to be built at Brabazon will form 

a highly sustainable residential 

quarter that will set the tone for the 

transformation of this 380-acre site.

FCBStudios has developed a family of housing 
typologies that responds to the heritage of 
the airfield on a residential scale. Through a 
diversity of house type and the arrangement of 
public and private space in the form of private 
and community gardens, public squares, and 
playspace, this vibrant new neighbourhood will 
encourage community and social interaction.

Brabazon, Bristol



South Quay Hayle Phase Two



This contemporary, yet sensitive, scheme located at 
Hayle’s listed South Quay harbourside, includes a mix 
of apartments, wharf houses and quayside restaurants. 
Situated within the Devon and Cornwall Tin and Copper 
Mining World Heritage Site, the location is rich in history 
and has a spectacular view of the harbour and the 
estuary.

The layout proposed for the site has been developed 
through a thorough understanding of the site constraints 
and history, discussions and workshops with the local 
community and stakeholders, and through a complex 
process of aligning these requirements. The resulting 
design is a particular response to a particular place.

Client: Hayle Quays Ltd
Location: Hayle, Cornwall 

FCBStudios designs 

fulfil the requirements 

of contemporary living 

alongside a harbour, whilst 

retaining its longstanding 

character as a fully 

functioning port.

South Quay Hayle Phase Two



Cheyne Walk



A simple new family home, located in a historic street in 
Chelsea, designed to make full use of its position and 
views, close to the River Thames.

Our aim was to use simple materials and proportions 
to provide spaces and volumes evocative of an artist’s 
studio, whilst retaining a similar massing and footprint 
to the previous building and the daylight and sunlight 
requirements of the adjoining properties.

Dramatic corner windows on Blantyre Street give 
uninterrupted views across to the River Thames, while the 
northern elevation has long windows which bring light into 
this vertical space and give views of a mature plane tree 
behind the house.

Careful consideration was given to bringing natural light 
into the new spaces - the staircase running along the 
northern end of the building means that all the habitable 
rooms of the house can enjoy a southerly aspect, despite 
the building’s narrow floorplan.

Reminiscent of traditional 
riverside structures, the 
house is built from CLT 
and benefits from reduced 
embodied carbon in the 
fabric of the building.

Designed to meet Lifetime Homes and London 
Housing Design Guide standards, it incorporates a 
number of sustainable design measures, including:

- Efficient mechanical ventilation and heat recovery
- High thermal mass
- Energy-efficient lighting and controls
- Minimised water usage
- Sedum roofs at top of building and 2nd floor level.

Client: Private
Location: Chelsea, London 

Cheyne Walk



Lime Tree Square, Street



Lime Tree Square is the first phase of a new urban quarter 
of 400 homes in the West Country market town of Street. 
This new neighbourhood offers a fresh model for high quality 
housing where the balance between cars and people is 
redressed, offering homeowners a range of private, semi-
private and public open spaces that provide an attractive 
landscaped setting for family life in the 21st century.

Phase One was completed in 2009 with 138 housing units, 
including 30 homes for social rent built by Knightstone 
Housing Association. The client is C&J Clark International 
Ltd (Clarks Shoes), a company with a strong historic 
connection with Street, first established there in 1825. 

Client: C&J Clark Properties
Location: Street   

The Clients’ aim was to 

produce a new development 

of outstanding quality as a 

legacy for the town. 

The project achieved the highest score ever 
awarded by CABE’s Building for Life, with 19 points 
out of 20 achieving a Gold Standard. It won a 
Building for Life Award in 2009 and was selected by 
CABE as a case study in a new design guide for the 
public realm of housing developments.

Lime Tree Square, Street



Bennets Courtyard, Merton 
Abbey Mills



Bennets Courtyard, a contemporary interpretation of 
a brick warehouse, provides 52 residential units and 
164sqm of commercial space and demonstrates the 
successful integration of new housing with the adjacent 
commercial uses, including a vibrant weekend market.  

This mixed-use scheme creates a sustainable and 
integrated piece of urban planning and plays a 
transitionary role in creating the context for the proposed 
Merton Abbey Mills development to the east. The urban 
design and building forms seek to continue the language 
of the existing market.

Client: Copthorn Homes Ltd
Location: London   

The low-energy apartments 

use high levels of thermal 

insulation, high-performance 

glazing systems and 

recyclable, low embodied 

energy materials. 

They benefit from a communal, naturally vented 
sunspace, designed to evacuate smoke naturally 
as part of the fire strategy. The design of porous 
landscaped roofs and terraces has reduced the 
impact of rainwater run-off and provided a more 
plant and wildlife-friendly environment.

Bennets Courtyard, Merton 
Abbey Mills



Student 
Housing
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The provision of accommodation for students is at the heart of the student experience. 
The composition of shared communal facilities, dining, study rooms and meeting rooms 
coupled with a significant number of individual rooms presents particular social and 
architectural challenges.

We recognise the need to create a legible environment, where students can make their 
way to their front door clearly from the wider campus context. There is a need for an 
individual to find their place in the private world of their room, in the public realm and 
the within the clusters of communities which are formed in the scale in between.

We have extensive experience in the sector having designed over 5,000 student rooms 
for a number of Higher Education institutions. Our expertise spans across a range 
of scales, from masterplanning ambitious student residential quarters, such as at 
University of Sussex and Dublin City University, to smaller scale schemes in sensitive 
historic contexts as exemplified at our Croft Gardens residences in Cambridge.

Our recent scheme for Queen Mary, University of London provided a new student 
village with 1,200 beds, forming the largest campus in London. The award winning 
Broadcasting Place, Leeds, completed in 2009 illustrates our understanding of how to 
deliver good value for money without compromising design quality. These and the many 
other schemes we have completed place value on creating communities and enhancing 
the student experience.

The creation of so many new homes for people who are probably living on their own for 
the first time sets a significant challenge, but also a huge opportunity for the University 
to offer a unique experience for potential students. In the current climate within the 
sector, the student housing offer is a significant factor in student choice. Creating an 
appealing and supportive environment is therefore an essential outcome.

FCBStudios Student Housing



St Albans Place



The first VITA development in Leeds, St Albans Place is 
a 7,11 and 18 storey serviced apartment building which 
brings a sense of home and belonging to its residents.

The 376 studios range from 20m2 to 34m2. Each one 
contains kitchen and ensuite facilities and is well planned 
to feel spacious and have impressive views across the 
city. At ground floor and mezzanine level is a student Hub 
where residents can build friendships and connect with 
their city. Facilities include a gym, shared social areas and 
study spaces as well as a proposed new restaurant/bar 
intended to open out into New Briggate Park.

In the northeast of Leeds City Centre, St Albans Place is of 
simple and elegant proportions. The building is a gateway 
to a developing cluster of tall buildings and student 
accommodation. Its bronze ceramic façade is a subtle 
nod to Leeds traditional industries, creating an elegant 
form on the skyline that responds to the changing light.

Client: Select Property Group 
Location: Leeds 

The building is designed to 

offer a homely and a safe 

environment with opportunities 

for students to live comfortably, 

build friendships and feel part 

of their community.

St Albans Place

The private spaces are complemented by a series 
of generous communal areas, which encourage 
interaction between the students through organised 
and organic activities.

Planned evenings of activities are structured daily, 
and a movie room and flexible social spaces all help 
to form the basis of a supportive student community. 
A bookable self-catering dining space is provided for 
personal celebrations. A range of private and shared 
study spaces help foster opportunities for team 
working, and awareness of peer well-being.



Broadcasting Place



Broadcasting Place

Broadcasting Place is a striking mixed-use development 
close to Leeds city centre. A public/private partnership for 
property group Downing and Leeds Beckett University, 
it provides approximately 110,000 square feet of new 
offices and teaching spaces, and 240 student residences 
in a landmark building rising to some 23 storeys. A new 
Baptist Church completes the scheme. 

Key to the project’s success is the innovative approach 
we’ve taken in the design of each elevation. Using software 
we developed specifically for the project, we undertook a 
meticulous computational analysis of every single section 
of the façades. The result is a varied appearance that 
optimises daylight and reduces solar penetration.

Client: Leeds Beckett University and Downing 
Location: Leeds 

The scheme is highly 
adaptable to ensure 
a long lifespan and 
has been awarded 
BREEAM “Very Good”. 

Plan forms are designed to optimize natural 
daylight and allow natural ventilation where 
practicable, given proximity to the motorway 
that runs alongside site.

We combined façade design to optimize cooling 
load and energy use through a detailed research 
project involving 3D computer simulation of all 
external elevations.

Corten steel was chosen as a low-maintenance 
and striking façade material for the building. 



Atlas, Vauxhall



We have worked with developer Downing to regenerate 
a formerly vacant plot of brownfield land in the heart 
of Vauxhall, central London. The scheme delivers an 
economically, environmentally and socially sustainable 
building that provides benefits to the local community 
and economy and adds a striking piece of architecture 
to the rapidly changing townscape of the area.

Our scheme provides 570 units of high-quality en-
suite student accommodation, common facilities and 
landscaped terraces above a public pool and leisure 
facility set over 32 storeys.

Client: Downing 
Location: Vauxhall, London 

Creating a community 
and promoting social 
interaction is integral to 
our approach to student 
accommodation.

The triangular shape of the building facilitates 
this by arranging each cluster bedroom around a 
communal lounge and a dual-aspect corner kitchen.

Two shared roof terraces, on the 4th and 31st floor, 
provide welcome outdoor space in the building’s 
compact urban environment, with panoramic views 
of London. 

Atlas, Vauxhall



University of Sussex, West Slope



The West Slope residential development for University 
of Sussex is part of the continuing evolution of the 
campus to improve the University’s facilities, ensure 
the best possible student experience and continue the 
architectural legacy of Sir Basil Spence.

The scheme retains the character of the existing 
parkland setting and the student clusters and 
townhouses propose an integrated architectural and 
landscape design. It is respectful of the existing mature 
trees and creates garden terraces around these trees 
for the smaller neighbourhood clusters of residences to 
use, occupy, and claim as part of their identity.

It provides three typologies of student rooms together 
with ground-level student amenities comprising 
student hubs, launderettes, a supermarket, health and 
wellbeing centre and a cafe. A student pavilion library 
sits at the heart. 

Client: Balfour Beatty Investments Ltd 
Location: Brighton 

The new buildings, and their 

relationship to the parkland 

campus, respect and enhance the 

vision of the campus’ founding 

architect, Sir Basil Spence.

University of Sussex, West Slope

We are working with Grant Associates .to maintain the 
features of the unique landscape setting of the campus.

The new spaces in the valley and on the slopes are 
arranged in response to new student life against the 
backdrop of the South Downs National Park. Our 
designs have been developed and positioned to 
minimise excavation, retain as many trees as possible 
and respond to the contours of the site. 



Westfield Student Village
Queen Mary, University of London



Client: Queen Mary, University of London
Location: London

The detailed organisation 

of the buildings sought to 

offer as much variety as 

possible in room layouts 

(19 in total), to minimise 

any sense of institution, 

and avoid the all too 

frequent tendency for 

student housing to be 

cellular and repetitive.

This scheme of 1,200 bed spaces in flats and 
maisonettes made Westfield Student Village the largest 
campus in London. The development provided two new 
public frontages for the University: one onto the Grand 
Union/Regent’s Canal alongside Mile End Park, the other 
against the railway track into Liverpool Street Station.

The design creates a series of spaces with distinct 
characters and levels of privacy. The long 8 storey building 
next to the railway protects the site from noise and aligns 
with a new college lawn opening onto the canal at its east 
end. The lower building with a café and bar at its base sits 
between the new pedestrian street and the canal, and is 
perforated to create views across to the park.

The final phase of 200 rooms was completed in 
September 2006. This building, Richard Feilden House, 
contains a cafeteria and student union fronting a new 
public square, establishing the connection between the 
student village and the university campus.

Westfield Student Village
Queen Mary, University of London



Urbanest East Road, London



Client: Mansell Construction
Location: London

The scheme is designed 

to achieve BREEAM 

‘Excellent’, through a 

highly efficient building 

fabric which meets 

innovating thermal and 

airtightness requirements.

Located on a tight urban site within Hackney, this mixed 
use residential development comprises high quality 
student housing and commercial spaces arranged in two 
buildings separated by a mews. The Student Residence is 
made up of 134 student studios, 36 single rooms in 6 bed 
cluster flat configurations and 50 twin rooms which share 
a shower room and kitchenette between two bedrooms.

A unique aspect of the design is the variety of residential 
spaces on offer to students. This, along with the creation 
of high quality interiors and shared amenity space on the 
roof has demonstrated Urbanest’s enduring appeal to the 
student market.

Urbanest East Road, London

In addition, the integration of 20% on-site 
renewable energy generation is achieved through 
a biomass system and the utilisation of mechanical 
ventilation heat recovery systems which provide 
hot water and underfloor for each apartment.

On both buildings climbing plants are used to 
soften the scheme to bring life and variation to 
the facades throughout the year. The student 
residence has a brown ecology roof and the 
Mews Building has a green sedum roof.



Dublin City University 
Student Housing



Client: Coady Partnership
Location: Dublin
 

The development is 
intended to create high 
quality and sustainable 
‘nearly Zero Energy 
Buildings’ for the 
University that meet 
EXEED standards.

FCBStudios’ largest student residential scheme to date 
is a 1,240 bed development on Dublin City University’s 
Glasnevin Campus. Nearly doubling the Universities’ on 
site accommodation, the scheme aims to create a lively 
student community that meets the rapidly changing 
needs of its student population.

The scheme completes fragmented site boundaries 
through the creation of permeable courtyard blocks, each 
containing individual garden ‘rooms’ which provide shared 
student amenity space and encourage public access 
through the site. Furthermore the development plays a 
significant role from an urban perspective through the 
facilities and spaces it delivers to the heart of the campus.

The masterplan addresses a complex site three 
dimensionally, relative to significant level changes and 
a range of boundaries comprising existing residences, 
incomplete public spaces and separately owned 
agricultural land.

Central to the success of the scheme has been 
the creation of high quality and environmentally 
sustainable facilities designed to meet onerous 
daylight and sunlight requirements. The early 
integration of mechanical ventilation heat recovery 
systems within the facades will ensure that optimal 
energy efficiency is achieved within each apartment.

It is envisaged that the scheme will deliver 
commercially viable, high quality and environmentally 
sustainable facilities which will improve the current 
offer on campus, appealing to both local and wider 
international markets.

Dublin City University 
Student Housing



University of Washington,
Student Housing



Client: Ankrom Moisan Associated Architects
Location: Washington, USA

The University brief 
requested the lowest 
environmental impact 
within their capital 
budget, and to build 
community through 
sustainability that 
speaks to prospective 
residents.

FCBStudios were appointed to work with Ankrom Moisan 
Architects, for the University of Washington in Seattle, 
on feasibility studies for two student housing schemes 
on sites at the Western edge of the University Campus, 
overlooking Portage bay.

With the appropriate site agreed upon we were retained 
to help bring forward designs for the scheme, whose brief 
was for 930 bedspaces and 165 car parking spaces. The 
Architectural Commission for the University went on to 
give high praise for “an exemplar project” in a district of the 
campus which was undergoing much re-development.

The student community is composed of a collection 
of spaces of a range of scales, from individual study 
bedrooms to shared apartments. Apartments are 
organised around routes of vertical circulation embedded 
in fingers of accommodation. The public realm takes 
all students to the key circulation routes from their 
apartments, and is animated by all the shared communal 
spaces which serve the student community.

The buildings use structural timber walls and floors 
over concrete lower floors, a common US typology. 
The project achieved LEED Gold certification, 
targeting 30% less energy in use than the Seattle 
Energy Code. PVC windows were argued locally 
to have a longer life and better overall performance 
than timber for their budget.

University of Washington,
Student Housing



Vita Student at Circle Square, 
Manchester



Vita Student at Circle Square is luxury student 
housing that provides the very highest quality serviced 
accommodation on two plots of the new central 
Manchester neighbourhood. The plot bounded by Charles 
Street on the north edge of Circle Square, is intended to 
complement the recently completed Vita building in both 
function and form.

Each of the upper 16 floors is made up of 23 comfortable 
16.5 sqm studios, with double bed, kitchen, shower pod 
and study space. Shared between these studios is a 
communal living and dining space with a floor to ceiling 
glazed bay window. At ground level, the residents’ hub is 
a subtle mix of both quiet and active zones which provide 
space for study, a meeting place and a welcoming area to 
relax and be at home in.

Client: Select Property Group
Location: Manchester  

The scheme delivers a high quality mix of serviced studios 

with individual study space, shared living spaces, community 

use and active ground floor frontages which contributes to the 

ambitions of the wider masterplan.

Vita Student at Circle Square, 
Manchester




