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    What does Great British architecture look like? Pretty much 
anything by Feilden Clegg Bradley. And that’s a fact. 
Rory Olcayto, AJ, 19 June 2014

“

“

Leventis Art Gallery, Cyprus



Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios

Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios are an award-winning architectural practice with an 
international reputation for design quality, for pioneering environmental expertise and a 
progressive architectural approach.

We started small over 35 years ago and, in spite of our growth to over 150 staff, we 
continue to be committed to social and humanistic values in our work. We are proud 
to have won the RIBA Stirling Prize for Accordia, a scheme which is widely regarded 
as setting a new benchmark for housing in the UK.

We believe that design is about a contemporary response to people and place and, 
at its best, should be progressive and transformative. We like to focus on narrative 
architecture that is meaningful, functional, accessible.

Designing buildings is of course always a process. For us it is a way of thinking about 
people and place, light and materials that leads to the creation of form and space that 
are memorable and inspirational.

With our strong track record we are well placed to face the challenges of the future: 
growing and fractured cities; climate change; massive shifts in the delivery of 
education; embracing the pace of technological change; increased localism. The face 
of architecture is changing and we continue to pioneer imaginative and inclusive ways 
to create exceptional buildings.

   This is high density housing at its very best... An exhilarating project which marked 
a paradigm shift in British housing.

RIBA Judges, 2008

Accordia Housing Scheme Cambridge, Stirling Prize 2008

“

“



Following a competitive interview process, FCBStudios were appointed to work with 
Manchester Metropolitan University on this major extension of the Faculty of Art and 
Design. This is an historic site near the city centre, adjacent to the original School of 
Art, which was built in 1880 and included LS Lowry among its former students. 

A highly visible new vertical gallery space creates a new Window on the Arts for the 
Faculty. It includes a spectacular new entrance gallery, circulation and exhibition zone, 
and provides strong linkages both vertically and horizontally between the existing 
Chatham Tower and the new building. 

The gallery space acts as a shop window providing a showcase for the Faculty of Art 
and Design to the University and the City, while the hybrid studio spaces beyond offer 
flexible and adaptable space, appropriate for the changing needs of 21st century Arts 
education.

FCBStudios were delighted that the School of Art was included on the Stirling 
Prize shortlist in 2014, as one of the six best buildings in Europe designed by RIBA 
practices.

   Our new building was a chance to design a space with our Architects, Feilden 
Clegg Bradley, that celebrates the inter relation of our various fuzzy edged disciplines 
and encourage our 21st century students to work alongside each other and enjoy the 
crossover rather than concentrating always on the differences. It is also a building that 
is proud of its product and shows the work to everyone who passes by.

David Crow, Dean of Manchester School of Art

“

“
01 | Education
       Manchester School of Art

Manchester School of Art



AWARDS
2014 Stirling Prize Shortlist
2014 Education Estates Award HE project of the Year
2014 Schueco Excellence Award: Education
2014 RIBA National Award
2014 RIBA Award North West Regional
2013 Concrete Society Award: Best Education Building

Manchester School of Art



Manchester School of Art



02 | Living
       Embassy Gardens, London

Designed as a group, these masonry clad buildings draw inspiration from 19th 
Century American High Rise Buildings and London’s classic Mansion Blocks. 
Embassy Gardens will be at the heart of the redevelopment of Nine Elms and will form 
the backdrop to the new US Embassy. 

The blocks are arranged around enclosed raised courtyards bonded by buildings of 
varying heights, composed to maximise views, daylight and amenity space. Sitting 
within the wider landscape context, active retail and commercial frontages connect 
the Embassy Square, the new Linear Park and the River Thames frontage with a 
network of streets and a central square. 

Our block will contain 314 apartments, a grand residents’ lobby, a grocery store, gym 
and lounge facilities that will serve all of the first phase blocks. The solidity of the brick 
backdrop will be contrasted with winter gardens and balconies which articulate the 
overall mass, while the top of each of the buildings’ tower elements is defined as an 
open glazed head piece which provides character and delineation from distance. 

The success of the working relationship with our client Ballymore Securities, led to us 
being awarded the contract for the design of the last phase of Embassy Gardens.

Embassy Gardens, London



Embassy Gardens, London



03 | Urban Design
       Bath Riverside

FCBStudios were appointed by the Local Authority to develop a Masterplan for a 
series of interconnected sites along the banks of the River Avon as it flows through 
Bath City Centre. Set within this stunning World Heritage City these sites represent 
the best opportunity for much needed growth; providing opportunities for housing, 
jobs, retail, recreation, ecology, art and leisure, and interfacing with parallel studies 
reviewing transportation, parking, and flood risk. 

The sites are currently locked up within a complex statutory context, consequently the 
masterplan compiled a comprehensive evidence base, reviewing a range of important 
statutory considerations. These were then used to set the framework for a compelling 
spatial strategy which flows between sites, uniting them along an improved riverside 
landscape, all of which is informed by a robust investment plan to ensure the 
proposals are both viable and deliverable.

The Riverside masterplan ties into Bath Western Riverside where FCBStudios 
delivered a masterplan for 2500 new homes, the first phase of which was released 
to the market in 2012. It also incorporates the principles of developing a new cultural 
resource and creative workspace based on the former Stothert and Pitt ‘Craneworks’ 
site which is planned to be delivered through a Community Interest Company set up 
to deliver the project.

   FCBS can think clearly about physical change on different scales, from large city 
sites to the creation of residential quarters on open fields. Their masterplans are not 
rigidly prescriptive but are pragmatic and flexible, setting the context.

Building Design Award Jury, Masterplanning Architect of the Year, 2008

“ “

Bath Riverside Enterprise Area Masterplan



Craneworks, Bath

Bath Western Riverside

Bath City Riverside Enterprise Area Masterplan



04 | Culture
       Leventis Art Gallery Cyprus

FCBStudios won the international competition to design an art gallery with a 
restaurant and an apartment tower for the A G Leventis Foundation, a private 
foundation supporting educational, cultural and philanthropic causes mainly in Cyprus 
and Greece.

The building is designed to have a unique collection of European, Greek and Cypriot 
art amassed by the late A.G. Leventis and also incorporates education facilities 
and temporary gallery space.  Daylight is admitted to the gallery through a series of 
concealed vertical shafts with solar control louvres.

The mix of gallery spaces, restaurant and apartments creates an interesting dynamic 
on the site. The monolithic stone building form is eroded, creating a tenuous play 
between solid and void, generating a series of courtyards, both public and private, 
which resonate with the ancient city of Nicosia.
 

   The lead architect was chosen on the basis of an independently monitored 
international architectural competition organised through RIBA. The design finally 
selected was judged excellent in terms of its aesthetic and functional offering, but 
crucially also scored the highest of all in meeting our energy efficiency criteria, a major 
provision within our design requirement.

A.P. Leventis

“

“

Leventis Art Gallery



Leventis Art Gallery



05 | Learning
       Drapers’ Academy

Drapers’ Academy is a new building for a new educational institution replacing 
an existing secondary school on the edge of the post-war, new-town London 
development of Harold Hill. The Academy is designed to provide first class 
educational facilities for 900 pupils in years 7 to 11 and a 200 pupil sixth form. The 
Academy, which specialises in Science and Mathematics, takes advantage of the 
access to staff and facilities that the connections with its sponsor, Queen Mary 
University, brings. It is committed to providing a diverse and balanced curriculum in a 
stimulating, safe and purposeful environment.

The architectural language of the building takes cues from medieval cloisters and the 
sequences of rooms presented in English country houses, with deep window reveals 
to generate a sense of purposeful solidity and provide a physical manifestation of the 
longevity of the Academy’s educational intentions. Principal spaces are presented 
along a linear internal street and this language then unfolds as a timeless brick 
building built to serve a serious educational purpose. However, the building also plays 
with its brick skin, in form and texture, floating its most massive forms over a glazed 
ground floor café and decorating its public facades with a little hidden mathematics.
 

   The thoroughly well conceived design gives a feeling of quality, calmness and 
permanence; creating a school that engenders local pride, enhances the community 
and raises educational aspirations in the area for all.

Civic Trust Awards 2014

“ “

Drapers’ Academy



AWARDS
2014 RIBA National Award
2014 RIBA Award: London Regional
2014 Civic Trust Award: Commendation

Drapers’ Academy



06 | Leisure
       Bristol Arena

Our proposal for the Bristol Arena at Temple Meads has evolved from our 
understanding of Bristol as a place, its history, its context and its cultural vibrancy.  It 
required a detailed understanding of the operational requirements of this significant 
and complex new public building and the comprehensive brief and masterplans 
undertaken by Bristol City Council.

Our design philosophy is to create an exciting, international, multi-event location, 
a ‘Colosseum’ for Bristol.  The design promises a fully flexible and functional 
performance space surrounded by generous circulation and supporting 
accommodation.  Innovative sustainability credentials and a robust and economic 
envelope will reflect Bristol’s artistic flair through the integration of public art. 

The project is due for completion in 2017.  It is a joint venture with local engineers 
Buro Happold and architects Populous, designers of many similar venues including 
the hugely successful London 2012 Olympic Stadium.

Bristol Arena



Bristol Arena



07 | Health
       The Dyson Centre Royal United Hospital, Bath

The Dyson Centre for Neonatal Care has been transformed from a small cramped 
facility into a pioneering new home. The project has resulted in a dramatically different 
and improved environment for the Royal United Hospital’s neonatal care unit.

A pioneering holistic and therapeutic approach towards the new building has created 
a new low-carbon unit, allowing the staff to practice developmental care for the 500 
premature and sick babies that arrive each year.

The building consists of a single storey new-build extension and the refurbishment 
of the space occupied by the previous NICU facility. The new-build element 
accommodates the clinical, support and reception functions as a discreet and 
contemporary intervention. The refurbished element comprises staff and parents’ 
facilities. The two elements are linked by a new ‘umbilicus’ which also provides an 
access point for emergency vehicles.

   This quiet building demonstrates what thoughtful practice, with a strong client 
dialogue and engagement, can bring to both brief development and technical 
opportunities and has set a standard that could be a role model for similar future 
development.

Stuart McKnight, RIBA Awards juror

“ “

The Dyson Centre RUH Bath



AWARDS
2012 RIBA Award: National & South West Client of the Year
2012 Building Better Healthcare Award: Best Inpatient Facility Design
2012 Design & Health International Academy Award: Int Sustainable Design & Int Health Project: Highly Commended
2012 RICS Award (National): Highly Commended
2012 SW Built Environment Awards: Project of the Year & Innovation

The Dyson Centre RUH Bath



08 | Work
       Manchester Metropolitan University Business School and Student Hub

Manchester Metropolitan University’s new Business School and Student Hub was its 
most significant real estate investment since the 1960s. The spectacular new building 
replaces an outdated business faculty and completely transforms the provision of 
student services for more than 30,000 students.

The new 23,000sqm facility accommodates 5,000 students and 250 staff and is 
innovative in its environmental solution, its structure and its materiality.  A unitised 
dichroic glass envelope playfully casts shards of multicoloured light across the 
concrete interior, much like a giant kaleidoscope.

The Business School encompasses formal teaching spaces, while The Hub offers 
a vibrant street café ambience where students trade ideas and knowledge. It is the 
antithesis of the archetypal cloistered halls of academia.

   The MMUBS and Hub, and Art and Design both stand out as examples of best 
practice and I am convinced that the relationship between FCB Studios and MMU 
has been at the heart of good effective design and implementation of outstanding 
buildings.

Professor John Brooks, Vice-Chancellor

“ “

Manchester Metropolitan University Business School and Student Hub



AWARDS
2013 BCI Award: Prime Minister’s Better Public Building Award
2013 RIBA National Award
2013 Civic Trust Awards: Commendation
2012 Concrete Society Awards: Sustainability Award
2012 International Prize for Sustainable Architecture - the Fassa Bortolo Foundation Italy

Manchester Metropolitan University Business School and Student Hub



Manchester Metropolitan Univerity Business School and Student Hub



09 | Creative Reuse
       Middleport Pottery

We were appointed by The Prince’s Regeneration Trust for the restoration and 
regeneration of Middleport Pottery, Stoke-on-Trent.

The Prince’s Regeneration Trust acquired Middleport Pottery in June 2011 to save the 
pottery from closure and to ensure the historically important and impressive Grade II* 
listed buildings were not abandoned. They house the last working Victorian pottery in 
the UK and together form an internationally significant industrial heritage site. 

The Trust worked for two years to acquire the site and embarked on an ambitious 
project to renovate the buildings, to create spaces to let for craft businesses and 
establish a visitor and education centre.  Our architectural interventions were 
deliberately modest, but designed to preserve and enhance the character and the 
functionality of the building.

The preservation of this internationally important site will provide a catalyst for 
regeneration in the surrounding area by attracting tourists and by turning the site into 
a creative hub in the town. Middleport Pottery, the home of world-renowned Burleigh 
pottery, fully opened as a major visitor destination on the 1st July 2014.  In 2015 it 
won an RIBA award and a prestigious Europa Nostra award.

   Middleport shows what can be done to save a landmark building and begin to give new 
hope in an area of real deprivation.

Ros Kerslake, Chief Executive, The Prince’s Regeneration Trust

“

“

Middleport Pottery



AWARDS
2015 Europa Nostra/EU Prize for Cultural Heritage - Conservation
2015 Placemaking Awards - Best Heritage in Place-Making
2015 Civic Trust Awards: AABC Conservation Award 
2015 Civic Trust Awards: Regional Finalist
2014 Heritage Open days Anniversary Awards: Community 
Champions

Middleport Pottery



Middleport Pottery



10 | Charity
       Mzuzu University Medical Centre, Malawi

For the last ten years FCBStudios has been undertaking projects in East Africa 
through the Richard Feilden Foundation, set up in memory of one of our founding 
partners.  In 2005 we completed the first phase of a clinic at Mzuzu University in 
Malawi, which has a strong focus on HIV testing, counselling and treatment.

The phase 1 building was initiated by FCBStudios architect Ron Nkomba.  It aimed to 
demonstrate sustainable, progressive construction techniques, focussing specifically 
on the innovation of a new lime-stabilised earth-compacted brick, and a modular 
softwood timber frame. 

Using local materials, the system is capable of being fabricated and erected by 
a small team of builders without the need for cranes or scaffolding. The building 
provides an environmentally sensitive approach that reduces the use of hardwoods 
and cement and boosts expenditure in the local economy.

In 2014, due to an increasing student population and pressure on the existing 
building, Mzuzu University submitted a further brief with their requirements for 
expanding the clinic. In September 2014, FCBStudios architect Jonathan Clements 
undertook the phase 2 project as part of a sabbatical, spending eight months living 
and working on site at Mzuzu University. The phase 2 building adopts the previous 
‘prototype’ timber frame structure, continuing the modular structures across the site 
and uses a modified version of the Soil Stabilised Brick. 

Mzuzu University Medical Centre, Malawi



Mzuzu University Medical Centre, Malawi



Expertise

From large-scale urban design to the 
all-important incidental spaces in our 
buildings, architecture can have a positive 
impact on society and humanity. 

We create buildings and spaces that 
develop our culture and enhance our 
communities. It’s also a way of life for 
us and gives us a platform from which 
to engage in wider political issues from 
a cycling culture to a stance on creative 
education and an approach to heritage in 
the built environment.

Design

Our architecture comes from a response 
to place. This includes the physical and 
environmental context, its history and its 
potential futures. Using the technologies of 
our time we craft the material language and 
form which express the particularities of an 
urban site or a rural landscape. Working 
with a sense of place we create and 
recreate bespoke and imaginative places 
where people can thrive.

Place

Our early work for Greenpeace and the BRE 
confirmed us as leaders in the field and in 
2015 we will open the first ever BREEAM 
Outstanding building in China. Today, low 
energy design is more main-stream but 
our interest in embodied energy and our 
commitment to the wider social aspects of 
sustainability still mark us out as leaders in 
environmental design.

Sustainability

Social and environmental responsibility is at 
the heart of our practice. We are committed 
to designing communities at home and 
abroad that support sustainable lifestyles 
and accommodate different patterns of 
living, learning and working. Our buildings 
aim to provide a strong sense of identity for 
their users.

We actively support community and 
educational projects in the developing 
world through our own charity, The Richard 
Feilden Foundation.

Community

We enjoy the “making” of buildings: 
crafting light, space and form to create 
memorable and functioning places. We 
continually explore new developments in 
the technology of materials and whether 
working with traditional craftsmen or design 
subcontractors we believe strongly in 
creative collaboration.

At Manchester School of Art we worked 
with both client and contractor to make 
triple height columns with a relief cast 
decorative detail inspired by a historic textile 
pattern by Lewis Day who taught at the 
school a century ago.

Our design work is strongly influenced 
by physical modelling. We have a model 
making workshop in our Bath office and 
we regularly exhibit at the Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition, where in 2013 we won 
the Lend Lease/Architects’ Journal prize for 
Architecture. 

Making

Design should be a contemporary response 
to people and place and, at its best, should 
be progressive and transformative. Our 
work engages with the culture of our age, 
focusing on narrative architecture that is 
meaningful, functional, accessible.

We have always pioneered designs that 
have a light touch on the planet, low in 
carbon and energy use: a new minimalism 
that helps us and our clients to both avoid 
and mitigate the impact of climate change.

Ethos



Expertise

Our priority is helping clients make great 
architecture that serves their particular 
needs and responds in a vital way to its 
context. In order to do this we invest in 
a wide programme of research which 
enables us to be inventive and to find new, 
unexpected solutions.

Current research projects focus on post 
occupancy evaluation to determine the 
impact of school design on educational 
performance, as well as the environmental 
performance of the buildings themselves. 
We are also involved with embodied energy 
and materials research with the University 
of Bath, research into digital animation and 
the development of our own software to 
solve environmental, structural and aesthetic 
aspects of design.

Research

Our historic environment is a shared 
resource which we are entrusted to look 
after. Working within these environments 
requires the highest standards of 
architectural design coupled with a 
considered and sensitive understanding of 
significance in all its many guises. We work 
in collaboration with like-minded consultants 
and we have global connections with 
organisations and charities that enable us to 
share our skills and test evolving knowledge 
about sustainable conservation and design.

Curation

The success of our work is dependent on 
creative collaboration, both internally within 
our open studio culture and externally with 
our clients, consultants and contractors. 
We actively work with wider stakeholders as 
participants, not only to ensure practicality 
and economy, but to ensure we produce 
designs that are owned and loved.

Our offices in Bath, London, Belfast and 
Manchester are very sociable spaces where 
clients, collaborators and staff can meet, 
chat over lunch or feel inspired by one of our 
regular Open House design events. 

Collaboration

Credits and Acknowledgments
With thanks to all our clients and collaborators...

Manchester School of Art
Client: Manchester Metropolitan University
Project Manager: Turner & Townsend
Structural Engineer: Arup
M&E Engineer: Arup
CDM Consultant: Turner & Townsend
Cost Consultant: Turner & Townsend
Landscape Architect: Dan Pearson Studio
Contractor: Morgan Sindall
Photographs: © Hufton+Crow 

Embassy Gardens
Client: Ballymore
Plot 9: Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios
Plot 10: Allford Hall Monaghan Morris
Plot 11: Flacq/Arup Associates
Structural Engineer: Walsh Associates
Cost Consultant: Gleeds
Landscape Architect: Camlins
Images: © FCBStudios

Bath Western Riverside
Client: Bath and North East Somerset Council
Sustainability consultant: Buro Happold
Transport consultant: Buro Happold
Landscape consultant: Grant Associates
Cost consultant: AECOM
Images: © FCBStudios

Leventis Art Gallery
Client: A.G. Leventis Foundation
Project Manager: RESDE DPM, Athens
Local Architect: J&A Philippou, Cyprus
Structural Engineer: J&A Philippou, Cyprus
M&E Engineer: Max Fordham LLP
Local M&E Engineer: GEMAC
Cost Consultant: RESDE DPM, Athens
Main Contractor: GCC Iacovu, Cyprus
Photographs: © Hufton+Crow

Drapers’ Academy
Client: The Drapers’ Company, Queen Mary University of London
Sponsors: Queen Mary University
Contractor: Kier Construction London
Structural Engineer: WSP UK
M&E Engineer: WSP UK
Landscape Consultant: EDCO Design London
Photographs: © Timothy Soar

Bristol Arena
Client: Bristol City Council
Lead consultant: Populous
Engineering: Buro Happold
Acoustic consultant: Vanguadia Consulting
Images: © FCBStudios / © Populous

Manchester Metropolitan University Business School and Student Hub
Client: Manchester Metropolitan University
Project Manager: Manchester Metropolitan University
Structural Engineer: White Young Green
M&E Engineer: AECOM
Cost Consultant: Rider Levett Bucknall
Contractor: Sir Robert McAlpine
Landscape Architects: Planit
Cladding Consultant: Montresor Partnership
Fire and Acoustic Consultants: AECOM
Photography: © Hufton+Crow

Middleport Pottery
Client: Prince’s Regeneration Trust
Access consultant: Buro Happold
Industrial Conservation: Ian Clarke Restoration
Landscape Consultants: Gillespies LLP
Measured Surveyor: Anthony Brookes Surveys Ltd
Cost Consultant: Gleeds
Structural & Civil: Integral Design Engineering
M&E Engineer: E3 Consulting Engineers
Photography: © Tim Crocker

Mzuzu Clinic
Client: Mzuzu University
Structural Engineer: Buro Happold
Environmental Engineer: Max Fordham LLP
Project Manager: Jonathan Clements
Images: © FCBStudios
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2014 AJ100 Client Choice Award
2008 RIBA Stirling prize

2014 RIBA Stirling shortlist
2003 Queens Award for Sustainable Development

44 RIBA Awards
4 RIBA Sustainability Awards

26 Civic Trust Awards
1 Civic Trust Special Award for Education

3 Civic Trust Special Awards for Sustainability
15 Housing Design Awards

1 Europa Nostra Award for Conservation
9 Architect of the Year Awards

3 AJ100 Sustainable Practice of the Year Awards
5 Building Awards

5 Building Construction Industry Awards

William Perkin Church of England High School
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Andy Goldsworthy Installation, Underground Gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture Park




